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New York’s MTA announced in late 
October that the centennial of the city’s 
subways will occur in 2004, and celebra- 
tions will be held starting in Nov 2003. 

The first subway in NYC opened from 
City Hall to Harlem on Oct 27, 1904. On 
that date in 2004, the actual centennial 
celebration will take place. The MTA said 
that over the next year a series of events 


Off the Street 
Hiring on with Amtrak 
as a Passenger Conductor 


ON THE COVER 


A passenger extra on the White Pass & Yukon Railroad emerges from the south portal of 16 
Tunnel during a three-day Trains Unlimited Tours charter on June 7, 2003. This charter featured 
many photo runbys with their 2-8-2 No. 73 hauling vintage WP&Y freight cars on this day, and pas- 
sengers were carried to the runby locatrions in this diesel-powered passenger train. 

This tunnel and the high wooden trestle adjacent to it are the “signature location” on the WP&Y 
and it has been used for publicity photos for over 100 years. The pair of yellow and green 36-inch 
gauge diesels are unique to the WP&Y. They were buuilt by General Electric at their Erie PA plant in 


by 
Dave Shirey 


Imagine trading your conventional 


1966.—Alex Mayes. 


Northbound on the Corridor at Perryville MD Aug 17, 2001. Photo by Bill Hakkarinen. 


e escape train: When President Bush 

was in New York City Sep 23 and 24 

and staying at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, for UN meetings, along with other 
world leaders and members of his cabi- 
net, a Metro-North train was kept at the 
ready if needed for a quick escape by the 
President. It remained under the hotel on 
a track with platform intended for out-of- 
service train storage. The train was re- 
ported to be a full set of brand-new equip- 
ment. The train, at 49th St and Park Ave 


DO NOT SEND MAIL TO OUR STREET ADDRESS. PLEASE USE OUR POST 


OFFICE BOX ADDRESS. 


was accessible via a sort of secret door, 
elevator and stairway disguised as a fire 
exit. The platform is called “Track 61” 
on Grand Central maps. The platform is 
visible from trains running through GCT. 

Amtrak Acela train 2167 reported 
that a trespasser was struck at Branford 
CT on Aug 1, and all train traffic was 
halted. Apparently it was a near miss, 
as the media never reported it. The Acela 
train was delayed an hour, however.— 
Bob Underwood. 
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will be held, including a variety of “nostal- 
gia train” runs, exhibits of historic subway 
materials, “Music Under New York” con- 
certs, and a special enactment of the first 
subway ride. Various events celebrating 
the subway’s past and its future will also 
be held in each of the five boroughs. 


The Star-Ledger in New Jersey ina 
Sep 20 editorial came out in support of 
more than the House’s and Administration’: 
level of $900 million funding for Amtrak, 
calling attention to deteriorating infrastruc- 
ture, especially in the NE Corridor, but also 
fell into the Washington train haters’ trap 
of calling for a pruning of long-distance 
routes, quoting the discredited loss-per- 
passenger figures widely spouted by anti- 
Amtrak sources. 


The NE Corridor was shut down July 
30 from Metuchen south due to a wire pro- 
blem, and trains all backed up. The acci- 
dent happened about 6:26pm at Menlo 
interlocking at MP 23.7, a half-mile south 
of Metropark station (which is used in mos 
cases to let Metropark-stopping expresses 
to return to the #2 express track after the 
stop, while locals stay on track 1 through 
there). 

The culprit was Metroliner 125, which 
was non-stopping, on track 2 all the way. 
Starting around the curve out of the inter- 
locking, at an allowed speed of 90mph, 
after slowing from 110, its pantograph 
began pulling down the wires. Presumably 
the engine was an AEM-7. At the same 
time, Acela Express 2172 northbound, 
which does not stop at Metropark, was 
slowing from 110 to 100 to enter track 4 
from track 2, and its power car suffered a 
shattered windshield from the falling wire. 

One track out of the three affected 
was repaired for the next day’s morning 
rush hour, but all were not back in service 
until mid-afternoon. Amtrak and NJT trains 
were out of position the rest of the day, 
and normal service returned on Aug 1.— 
Jim Langan. 


Career for conductor school and 
weeks later you're railroading for a 
living! What’s that like? This 
revealing insider’s perspective is the 
perfect gem for every rail fan. A 
vivid, unvarnished view into the 
jobs and lives of contemporary T&E 
crews. Main line adventures, the 
unusual lifestyle, Amtrak’s unique 
culture and quirks, crew humor, 
controversy, close encounters, and 
countless behind the scenes 
insights. An illuminating, one-of-a- 
kind career journey guaranteed to 
both fascinate and inspire. 


Order yours + makes a great gift. 
6"x9” soft cover; allow 3-4 weeks 
Check for $25/copy (incl. S&H) to: 


Winchester Press 
Post Office Box 711 
Hollis, NH 03049-0711 


Plans for Thanksgiving: Most NE 
Corridor trains will be all-reserved again 
this year. From Nov 25 through Dec 1, all 
NEC trains except Keystone and clocker 
trains, and all Empire Corridor trains, will 
run with only reserved-coach seating. 
Clocker and Keystone 600-series trains, 
and Springfield-New Haven 400-series 
trains, will continue to run with unre- 
served coach service. 

Extra sections of Acela Regional trains 
will operate with 1000-series trains 
numbers, using regular Amtrak equip- 


ment. They will offer the same amenities 
as regular Acela Regional trains. 

"Holiday Extra" service, with 3000- 
series train numbers, will use leased 
commuter equipment. Restroom facilities 
will be limited, seating is less spacious, 
and some may not have food service. 

Empire Corridor Holiday Extra service 
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he Keystone line, between Philadel 

phia and Harrisburg, got a signifi 

cant fare reduction Oct 16, up to 55% 
off, a $3 to $8 reduction depending on the 
route segment. Amtrak VP-Marketing and 
Sales said “With these new lower fares and 
10 weekday round trips between Harrisburg 
and Philadelphia, the Keystone service is a 
convenient and economical way to avoid I- 
76.” With an annual ridership of 886,003 in 
FY03 (ended Sep 30), the Keystone line is 
the fifth busiest corridor in the Amtrak sys- 
tem, behind the NE Corridor, the Empire 
Corridor, and Pacific Surfliners and the Capi- 
tol Corridor. The 104-mile trip Phil-Harris- 
burg takes under two hours. 

eee 


Bombardier Inc. was chosen Oct 27 to 
build Florida’s high-speed rail line, using its 
JetTrain technology. While Bombardier is 
enthusiastic about the line’s chances of ac- 
tually being built, Florida Governor Jeb Bush 
is strongly opposed to construction of the 
line and might even ask the voters to vote 
again in the hopes of striking line construc- 
tion from the state constitution. Bombardier 
believes that it has presented its plan in such 
a positive way, taking financial risks, that the 
state will accept it. 

The JetTrain is powered by a jet engine. 
U.S. company Fluor Corp. was chosen also 
as a partner in building the line between 
Tampa and Orlando. 


The Bombardier JetTrain is shown above 
in a Bombardier photo. 

The NY Times noted on Oct 28 that 
the date was exactly 40 years since the 
demolition of the original Penn Station in 
Manhattan began. New Yorkers widely 
regard the demolition of the building as a 
loss for fine building preservation. 
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Metro-North held its annual Harmon 
Shops Open House Oct 11. The weather 
was decent, though mostly cloudy and a 
tad chilly. There was plenty of equipment 
on display as usual, lots of giveaways and 
a foliage ride from the yards to CP48. In- 
side the shop they had a new M7 car, but 
it was not open for display. The car end is 
silver, but with lots of black paint—not a 
good idea for visibility, as the Harlem Line 
north of White Plains has many grade 
crossings. Hopefully, before entering ser- 
vice these cars will receive reflective strip- 
ing. I have yet to ride the M7s currently in 
service on the LIRR, so I will reserve judg- 
ment. Kudos to M-N for another success- 
ful Open House.—Bob Underwood. 

With Standard Time’s return, there 
are many new timetables appearing. 
Metro-North has new timetables effective 
Oct 26-Apr 3, 2004 for the Harlem, Hudson 
and New Haven lines. 

On the New Haven, the popular 8:34 
am train from New Haven to Grand Cen- 
tral formerly running Sat only began run- 
ning Sun & Holidays as well. This will re- 
lieve crowding on adjacent trains. 

Several other trains have been added 
as well. The Waterbury branch is the only 
downer: midday service will be perma- 
nently run with buses, with only four 
roundtrip trains on the line. The bus ser- 
vice is not listed in the New Haven Line 
timetable—only in the Waterbury pocket 
(TDI) timetable. (I have yet to see this 
one.) 

M-N West of Hudson Port Jervis line 


_.|has a new weekday Hoboken-Middletown 
‘lround trip, and there is a rush-hour round 


trip that runs non-stop between Harriman 
and Hoboken. They’re gearing up for the 
weekday opening of Secaucus. 

Long Island RR timetables again have 


Ijbeen re-issued for all 11 branches, just 
}jone month after the last were issued. 
s|These are effective Oct 27 through Jan 4. 


The Babylon and Montauk timetables have 
an advisory that a weekend bus program 
timetable will be in effect in Nov, but no 
specific dates are given. 

The biggest change is on NJ Transit, 
with completely redesigned timetable cov- 
ers. Individual card timetables showing 
station groupings to and from Newark, 
Hoboken and NY now have easily recog- 
nizable icons. The Main Line features a 
water wheel, while Bergan County line has 
a drawing of the cattail art in the new 
Secaucus station. 


Morristown line has a 
drum, Gladstone branch 
has a galloping horse. The 
NEC has the Trenton 
dome, while the North Jer- 
sey Coast line has a sail- 

boat. Pascack Valley line 
ibm as a pine tree, and the 
pagel lle Montclair/Boonton has a 

soaring bird. The best is 
on the Raritan Valley, 
former Jersey Central, 
which features the “CNJ 
State of Liberty.” 

[The Pascack Valley 
folder is shown at left. 
News reports the last 
week of October said that 
Pascack Valley line riders 

“were angry at finding 
_ over-filled trains and 
om. “Changed schedules. ] 

Iso complained that with the new sched- 
ules, three peak-hour trains no longer stopped 
at important stations on the line. NJT officials 
replied that they had made a mistake and were 
investigating the matter.—Ed.] 

NJ Transit’s Hudson Bergen Light Rail 
Bayonne extension from 34th St to 22nd St is 
slated to open Nov 15. I was at 34th St on Oct 
24, and found the rails south of that station 
shiny from test-train runs. 

Although the city of Hoboken had its fall 
street festival, NJ Transit did not join in this 
year. I was told that it was most likely due to 
the fact that Secaucus had just recently opened 
for weekend service and that many employees 
were required to be on hand there.—Bob 
Underwood. 


PASCACK 
VALLEY 
LINE 


Effective: October 26, 2003 


eee 

New York’s worst transportation accident 
in over 50 years happened Oct 15 at 3:20pm 
when a ferry bound for Staten Island from 
Manhattan failed to slow and steer properly 
for docking, and crashed into a maintenance 
dock at the Staten Island terminal. 

Ten people were killed and many others 
injured as the dock sliced through the hull of 
passenger ferry “Andrew J. Barberi”, cutting 
through the bodies of passengers. A chaotic 
scene ensued. 

The ship’s pilot fled the scene to his home, 
where he attempted suicide by slashing his 
wrists and shooting himself. He was hospital- 
ized and told interrogators that he was on blood 
pressure medication and that he had blacked 
out. The ship’s captain, who was required by 
law to also be in the pilot house, was reported 


to have been away from the pilot house 
and to have dashed towards it as the crash 
occurred. Witness accounts varied, and the 
case was still being investigated. 

A Metro-North rider on a Mount 
Vernon train at evening rush hour got his 
hand stuck in a toilet while trying to re- 
trieve the cell phone he had dropped. The 
train was halted and rescue workers had 
to be called to break apart the toilet in 
order to release the man’s arm. Commuter 
train traffic was disrupted and passengers 
on that affected train were transferred to 
another. The train had just left Grand Cen- 
tral in Manhattan. 

Here’s how Metro-North described 
the unusual photo shoot of Oct 26: “All 
the nudes that fit... In the ‘wee’ hours of 
Sunday morning, after the Terminal closed 
its doors to the public, a photo shoot oc- 
curred on the Main Concourse of Grand 
Central that could only be described by 
the privileged few who witnessed it as a 
real ‘eye-opener.’ Sure, there were mod- 
els—about 450 of whom volunteered for 
the early morning assignment. But what 
really separated this shoot from the usual 
was the small fact that all of the subjects 
were women, and all of them were nude. 
They were being photographed by Spen- 
cer Tunick, who is world-famous for pic- 
tures showing hundreds to thousands of 
volunteer models as nude ‘art.’... The photo 
will be used to promote an upcoming HBO 
special on Tunick...” 

Metro-North reported that as of Sep 
30 its year-to-date service indicators stood 
at 96.7% for on-time perf (against the 
2003 goal of 97.2); complaints 117.3 per 
million customers (2003 goal 90), rider- 
ship 52.9 million (goal 71 million); and 
operating ratio 59.8% (goal 58%). 

During Thanksgiving period Amtrak 
will accept multiride tickets coded as 
“UM45” and “UMNE” on any Acela Regional, 
Holiday Extra, Keystone, Clocker or Em- 
pire Corridor train, reserved or not, with- 
out reservation or separate ticket—with the 
exception of the following long-distance 
trains: 19/20, 40/41, 48/49, 50/51, 89/ 
90, 91/92, 97/98 and 448/449. They are 
also valid on all Downeaster trains (ongo- 
ing policy). 

For MARC and NJ Transit trains, the 
existing rules apply: multiride tickets of 
those two operators are valid on Amtrak 
only if shown in their NEC timetables. 
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Hurricane Isabel hit the East Coast 
shortly after mid-September. Forecasts had 
transportation officials prepared, so train 
routes were cancelled where necessary 
ahead of the destructive storm. From Sep 
17-19 most Eastern long-distance trains 
were disrupted. The Florida trains were the 
first to be cancelled, though the Sunset 
Limited was not affected. 

Cancelled for two days or more were 
also the Auto Train, Carolinian, Crescent, 
Piedmont, Capitol Ltd, Lake Shore Ltd, 
Three Rivers, Cardinal, Pennsylvanian and 
Keystone Corridor trains. NE Corridor trains 
had various cancellations as necessary. 

The Washington Metro closed down its 
bus and rail service for about 24 hours 
starting in late morning of Sep 18. MARC 
and VRE were closed Sep 18-19. Light rail 
in Baltimore did not run Sep 19. 

eee 

Secaucus Transfer Station: NJ Tran- 
sit in August 
opened a small 
portion of its 
huge new 
Secaucus sta- 
tion in the Jer- 
sey Meadows 
for Harmon 
Cove passen- 
gers, but on 
Sep 6 weekend 
service was in- 
augurated on the NE Corridor, M&E Mid- 
town Direct and North Jersey Coast lines. 

That inaugural day was the first day for 
me to use the new station, as well as the 
Bergen County connection that had gone 
into operation a month earlier. Bad weather 
and other commitments kept me away until 
this day. 

NJT said that during the weekend-only 
operation, Hoboken-Main/Bergen County 
tickets would be honored to and from NY 
Penn Station at no extra cost. I bought a 
senior/disabled ticket at Penn from the TVM 
machine, which read Hoboken to Ridge- 
wood. The conductor on my train from NYP 
announced that the first stop would be 
Secaucus Transfer (note that NJT just calls 
it Secaucus) and that only passengers 
transferring to Main/Bergen Co. points 
could detrain. (Question: what about a 
passenger who wants to travel between 
Harmon Cove (SEC) and NYP? I didn’t think 
of it then, but perhaps some have already 
tried it.) 

Looking railroad-west, the upper lay- 
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SECAUCUS TRANSFER USER GUIDE 


out at Secaucus is: platform, track 2, track 
A, platform, track B, track 3, platform. My 
train arrived on track B and I made my way 
over to track-2 platform to get photos with 
a good sun angle. I noticed a train arriving 
down below from Hoboken on track H (look- 
ing rr-west, the lower level layout is track 
E, platform, tracks F&G, platform, 

track H. These are for the Main, Bergen 
County and will also serve the Pascack Val- 
ley line when daily service begins. 

The new station is huge and a bit confus- 
ing. I didn’t find Customer Service until late 
afternoon, when I was able to pick up a sta- 
tion guide. The station is far from completed 
and needs more signage. Most ticket ma- 
chines in the station were not yet operating. 

The train I saw operating from Hoboken 
must have been a VIP train, as it had a Bomb 
cab car, several “wrapped” Bombs, and was 
pushed into the station by two back-to-back 
units. Quite a few people were on the south 
(rr-east) end 
of platform E/ 
F to get photos 
and were 
fooled when 
the train took 
off west rather 
than back to 


Hoboken. 
I boarded a 
train to 


Ridgewood via 
the Bergen Co. line in order to ride the new 
connection. It was a Metro-North F40 pulling 
four Bomb cars. Halfway up the line the HEP 
gave out. Fortunately it was a nice day with- 
out the “awful stickies” we’d had too much 
of. 

Although the station sign at Ridgewood 
advises that it’s closed weekends and holi- 
days, the waiting room on the eastbound side 
was open. The newsstand was closed, but 
passengers could buy cold drinks from a 
machine in the living room. Living room? Yes, 
with sofas, chairs and table lamps, it is a 
living room. What a nice place to wait for a 
train. 

Outside there were two ticket machines, 
one with a red note: “No bills accepted.” Per- 
haps it was low on change, as it did not have 
a “credit cards only” notice on it. 

All trains at SEC were announced, but 
individual monitors on the platforms were not 
operational. Also, fare gates were wide open, 
as they were not operational either. The place 
is beautiful (see photo above, on the User 
Guide cover), but huge, and I did get lost 
more than once.—Bob Underwood. 


Now that we have one public timetable book 
for the whole country, everybody knows what's 
running where. In the NE Corridor, the changes 
were mostly renumberings, a few slots swapped, 
and the type of train; netting out on weekdays to 
no more than one additional train, and a status 
quo on weekends. 

However, the biggest news is the extension of 
the Cardinal to NY from its former endpoint, Wash- 
ington. But you will find no mention of it in the 
Corridor section of the public timetable. In the in- 
dividual schedules (p.69) you see that on Wed, 
Fri and Sun it makes stops in both directions, pick- 
ing up and discharging passengers. The south- 
bound #51 runs on the same days, but Sunday it 
runs on Regional train 155’s schedule, with the 
Cardinal equipment including a Viewliner sleeper, 
diner and Amfleet II dinette and coaches in place 
of an Amfleet | set. The public timetable shows 
#155 as a Sat-Sun schedule. 

Carolinian #79 picks up and discharges pas- 
sengers southbound, as well as doing mail work 
at Philadelphia, but is discharge-only as north- 
bound #80. Regional #190 handles the northbound 
mail at Baltimore and Philadelphia, essentially the 
replacement for the solid mail tralins formerly used. 

Another error in the public timetable is that the 
former #850/851 Kentucky Cardinal has been re- 
numbered and renamed #31 7/318 Hoosier State, 
but on p. 78 under “Chicago Services at a Glance” 
the southbound appears as #311, but Chicago 
southbounds are even numbers. 

The Metroliners have returned to Saturdays, 
and Acela Express trains have been reduced in 
number on weekends. Gone are Acela Express 
2201, 2205, 2211, 2204, 2206 Sat-only, 2208 Sat- 
Sun, and 2203, 2209 & 2214 Sun-only, replaced 
by Metroliners 2203, 214, 223 Sat-only, 201 & 222 
Sat-Sun and 205, 208 & 213 Sun-only, giving more 
service time for the sets and hopefully fewer break- 
downs en route on weekdays.—Jim Langan. 


The PATH trains return to ground zero’s new 
temporary station (former World Trade Center) 
effective Nov 23, in time for Thanksgiving. The 
official inaugural train will be the same eight cars 
that took all the passengers back to NJ from the 
platforms just before the south tower fell on Sep 
11, 2001—a nice gesture! Two friends who are 
motormen, one the union president, might get the 
inaugural job. | will miss riding it, as | and my fam- 
ily will be on an Auto Train trip. 

On NJ Transit, the Secaucus Transfer Station 
may be fully opened the same day or within days, 
but there has been no announcement. The deliv- 
ery of the 200 Comet V cars from Alstom-Hornell 
has been stopped due to the manufacturer of the 
Buckeye trucks filing for bankruptcy. Only 120 have 
been delivered. Most of the undelivered are ADA 
restroom-requipped. AAl-rebuilt Comet Ils have 
been filling in. 

NJ Transit had another derailment of Arrow II! 
mu equipment just south of Rahway while switch- 
ing from express to local tracks to make the stop. 
It was the 1507, the cab car leading set 1506-7 
on 10-car train 3818 Trenton-NY on Oct 31. It was 
the second Arrow III derailment this year—Jim 
Langan. 

Florida’s high-speed train, if it ever material- 
izes, will serve Walt Disney World. State trans- 
portation officials decided Oct 27 that the first leg 
of the route would be Orlando-Walt Disney World 
and later to Tampa. The Disney group agreed to 
donate land for a station, and said they could at- 
tract 2 million passengers annually to the train. 

Excursion train derails: The RR Enthusiasts’ 
train from White River Jct VT to Wells River de- 
railed 16.5 miles south of Wells River Nov 1 at 
noon. No one was injured in the slow-speed de- 
railment on the Washington County RR, though 
the location was on a steep embankment along 
the Connecticut River. Buses took the 275 riders 
to safety. 


RAIL CANADA 


VIA Rail Canada announced a 50% off peak 
season fare promotion on the Ocean and Chaleur 
trains between Nov 3 & 30 for trips taken Nov 3 to 
Dec 19 and Jan 4 to Feb 29. Child fares also have 
discounts of 25 or 50%. If orders are made on the 
Internet, the discount code “SPL” must be used 
for each passenger. 

Canadian Pacific Railway will run its fifth an- 
nual lighted Holiday Trains. One will travel the CPs 
main line between Montreal and Vancouver, be- 
ginning Dec 6 in St. Therese, Quebec and ending 
Dec 20 in Port Moody, BC. Major stops: Belleville, 
Sudbury, Thunder Bay, Winnipeg, Brandon, 
Regina, Swift Current, Medicine Hat, Calgary, 
Banff, Golden, Revelstoke and Kamloops. 


Its US train starts Dec 3 at Scranton PA and 
stops in Binghamton, Saratoga Springs, Fort Ed- 
ward, Whitehall, Ticonderoga and Rouses Point 
as well as the Canadian stops of Mississauga, 
Chatham and Windsor. 

After crossing Michigan to rejoin CPR’s main 
line at Chicago, the Holiday Train’s Midwest leg 
begins Dec 9 at Franklin Park IL. Major stops in- 
clude Milwaukee area, La Crosse, Twin Cities, 
Minot, and will end Dec 16 on the international 
border where Portal ND and North Portal, Sask. 
form one community in the two countries. 

In 1999 CPR in Canada began running a freight 
train decorated with thousands of Christmas lights 
to raise awareness of the issue of hunger. CPR 
launched a second train in the US in 2001. Event 
goers at destinations are asked for contributions. 
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BC Rail service is gone, but a private 
operator, Whistler Railtours, wants to 
start a passenger service between 
Vancouver and Prince George, to re- 
place the BC Rail Cariboo Prospector. 
It would serve also Pemberton, D’Arcy 


spring of 2005. 

Whistler Railtours is teamed up with VIA 
Rail Canada, CruiseShipCentres and Westjet. 
The company claims its new train service 
would pump about $100 million into the 
economy of British Columbia. 


and Lillooet. Startup is envisioned for 


WEST COAST REPORT 


Metrolink trains lay over at the end of the San Bernardino Line at the San Bernar- 
dino station on Sunday, Aug 18, 2002. On the following morning they will be back 
in service, shuttling commuters between San Bernardino and L.A. and intermediate 
points. The old Santa Fe passenger station here has recently been closed and 
boarded up and is scheduled to undergo a major renovation. The historic building 
has deteriorated significantly over the past several years. Once the work is com- 
pleted, the building will be reopened for use by Amtrak and Metrolink patrons.— 


Alex Mayes. 


Intoxicated Oregon man on an 
Amtrak train Halloween night, Oct 31, had 
to be subdued by Amtrak employees, who 
handcuffed him with plastic ties. He was 
put off at Tacoma WA, and when police 
arrived they used electric shock to sub- 
due him further. The suspect had harrassed 
passengers on the unidentified train. 

Northwestern Pacific RR’s chances 
of returning to action—the line has had no 
trains since 2001—are not great, especially 
with California’s present bad economy. The 
best bet, argues Dick Spotswood in a West- 
ern Rail Passenger Alliance opinion piece, 
lies in saving the southern part of the line 
for transit use. Fortunately, northern-line 
officials now see that the southern part 
must receive public funding in order that 
any part of the line have a chance at sur- 
vival. In the spring, we should know 
whether FEMA and federal transit funds 
will be available. Without them, the future 
looks dim for the NWP, says Spotswood. 

The Seattle monorail builders are 
losing as much as half of their expected 
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revenue from car license fees because of 
miscalculations. As a result, they are re- 
ported to be cutting costs to the bone to 
the point where critics are asking whether 
the line will turn out to be nearly as el- 
egant as promised. 

Mount Hood RR in Oregon will add a 
Comedy Dinner Train to its schedule, start- 
ing Nov 22. Last trains of the 2003 season 
will be on Dec 21—a Christmas Tree Run 
excursion at 10am, using the “Oz” GP35 
engine. For info: www.mthoodrr.com. 

BART projects that ridership will grow 
to 500,000 on weekdays in 25 years. At 
present BART carries about 300,000, down 
from 333,000 in 2000 when the economy 
was booming. To handle the increase, the 
agency estimates the need for $2.5 billion 
over 25 years for more equipment and 

» upgrades to stations. 

Ridership so far is below projections on 
the new line to SF airport, the worst being 
at Millbrae, where Caltrain connects. 

SF Muni fares rose from $1 to $1.25 
Sep 1. Senior fares remained unchanged. 


Timetable changes for Oct 27 on 


the West Coast: (Schedule changes took 
place at 2am PST Oct 27) Pacific 
Surfliner changes were few and far be- 
tween. The stop at San Clemente Pier 
returned to weekend-only status and will 
return to daily next spring. All Surfliner 
Thruway bus connections now require 
reservations in order to plan the need 
for extra sections, especially at peak 
travel times. Train 593 runs 10mins later 
& train 590 runs 10mins earlier. 

In spring 2004 Amtrak Calif. hopes 
to make significant changes to Surfliner 
schedules north of L.A., including add- 
ing a fifth daily RT to run to and from 
San Luis Obispo. Final schedules have 
not yet been set, but plans call for #761 
to run daily and run through to San Luis 
Obispo arriving a little after noon. 
Southbd, train 780 would be replaced 
by a new daily train 790, lv SLO about 
1:50pm and assuming train 590's 
schedule at L.A. 

Santa Ynez Valley bus Route 17-B 
was discontinued Sep 2 because it did 
not reach break-even requirements. The 
Central coast route has been redesig- 
nated 17 (rather than 17-A) and all its 
buses now require reservations. Discon- 
tinued: buses 4759, 4764 & 4776. Coast 
Daylight Bus 4769 adds stops at Solvang 
& Cal-Poly, with 10mins time added. 
#4796 adds Cal-Poly and is re-strung 
for reliability. If the planned service ex- 
pansion to SLO happens in the spring, 
a second Coast Daylight Bus will be 
added, connecting with the new train at 
San Luis Obispo. 

San Joaquin train changes are quite 
minor, involving only #718 & 703; they 
return to former schedule, 5mins later 
than the April schedule. In spring 2004, 
after completion of the Causeway double 
tracking project, they hope to extend 
trains 701 & 703 to Davis and have nos. 
702 & 704 originate in Davis. This would 
add convenience for Davis passengers 
and help reduce congestion at Sacra- 
mento station, especially between 6:15 
& 6:35 am and 4:10 & 4:40pm. Having 
the San Joaquins just pass through Sac- 
ramento rather than having to pull out 
of the storage track and cross over to 
the south main track and reverse direc- 
tion will greatly simplify operations. 
Since 703 & 702 require layover facili- 
ties, the Davis extension for them may 


not start as soon as the extension for the 
701-704 turn. 

Some San Joaquin bus changes: South 
Bay/Santa Cruz: westbd bus 3911 now origi- 
nates in Lodi, providing the Lodi connection 
for train 711. Yosemite: no changes. River- 
bank has a new stop location, across from 
Riverbank High School on Claus Rd at Pat- 
terson Ave, 95367. East Valley Rte 33 was 
discontinued Sep 2, inability to meet fare 
recovery criteria. Antelope Valley Rte 12: 
second round trip added. Trinity Co. Rte 27: 
Greyhound discontinued service on this in- 
terline route July 1. 

Capitol Corridor: No changes weekdays. 
Westbd weekends, train 723 is extended to 
run from Sacramento, lv 5:40am, and as- 
sumes its previous schedule at Oakland. Train 
739 discontinued. Train 741 runs 30mins 
earlier to better fill gap between 737 & 745 
and to duplicate the schedule of weekday 
train 541 between Sacramento and Emery- 
ville. Train 745 also runs 30mins earlier. Train 
751 runs 30mins later to duplicate schedule 
of weekday train 551. All other westbd trains 
are unchanged. 

Eastbd weekends, train 742 runs 5mins 
later, duplicating schedule of weekday train 
542 Oakland-Davis. All other eastbd trains 
are unchanged. 

The Capitol Corridor will operate holiday 
schedules on Nov 28, Dec 26 and Jan 2. This 
applies only to Capitol Corridor trains and 
their connecting bus routes. 

Some bus changes: High Sierra/Sierra 
Foothill Rte 20: service to Grass Valley and 
Nevada City has been drastically reduced, 
leaving two westbd morning departures on 
weekdays and one on weekends, along with 
one evening departutre every day (that only 
connects with the northbd Coast Starlight). 
Eastbd, there are two evening arrivals on 
weekdays and one on weekends. The Soda 
Springs stop is moved back to the Donner 
Summit Lodge at the Soda Springs exit on 
I-80, 95728. Lake Tahoe Rte 23: Rancho 
Cordova stop discontinued due to low pa- 
tronage, permitting a reduction in westbd 
running time. Santa Cruz Rte 22: On May 
11 SFO Airporter took over operations, as 
Frontier Tours chose not to extend their con- 
tract. Caltrans, Atk & Capitol Corr. JPA are 
negotiating with Santa Cruz Metro Transit & 
Valley Transportation Authority to combine 
Rte 22 with Hwy 17 Express and turn over 
operations to Santa Cruz Metro. This will give 
more frequent service, new stop in Soctts 
Valley, and ability to carry psgrs not con- 
necting with a train.—Caltrans. 
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My wife and I earlier this year completed a round trip between Orlando and Salt 


Lake City. A few observations are in order based on our experiences. 
Our northbound Silver Meteor, train 98, was beset with various minor delays until a 


spectacular one the second day. North of 
Baltimore, doing about 100 mph under the 
overhead wires, we heard a loud pop and 
the train went into emergency, a hard stop 
at that speed. I grabbed my scanner and 
heard the engineer say he had lost all power 
and brakes. An attempted re-start then le 
the train with no air conditioning or lights. 


The section 3 dispatcher was alerted and 
he asked three times if our equipment was 
on the rails. That sent a chill up my spine. 
After investigaton, the engineer determined 
that we had blown the transformer in the 
AEM engine. Hand brakes had to be set be- 
cause our train was totally dead on the rails. 

The conductor then began requesting a 
rescue engine. Dispatch ordered the north- 
bound Crescent, train 20, following us, to 
take (rusty) track 1 and not to overtake 98. 
He queried as to how much room was avail- 
able on #20. Well, anyone can put two and 
two together. He's thinking transfer. But we're 
in a field, it would be across the ballast, and 
with luggage. Our conductor protested that 

Train 20 had only 100 empty seats; we 
needed about 250. So it was released and 
eased by. Dispatch asked if two opposing 
sosuthbound had any technicians on board. 
Nope, and they soon roared by at full speed. 
Now attention turned to train 154, a Sunday- 
only Washington-New York local. The train had 
200 empty seats. Our conductor interrupted 
and again insisted on a rescue engine instead. 
Train 154 was told not to overtake us, and to 
await instructions. News was filtering through 
our sleeper that an evacuation was likely to 
occur. Our attendant also listened to the scan- 
ner awhile and began preparing people for 


the transfer. 
Suddenly our engineer blurted out, "I think 


I've got it! Everybody stand clear. I'm going 
to try to pull." As we held our breath, our 
train did nudge forward several yards. HEP 
was restored. "Let's give it a try." The hand 
brakes were released and ever so slowly we 
got up to speed. Train 154 was instructed to 
remain behind us. The incident consumed 55 
minutes, adding to our eventual 5-hour late 
arrival in New York. 


Dispatch then asked our engineer exactly 
what he had done to overcome a blown trans- 
former. He said he manually 
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Amtrak: 
Resourceful or 
Nonchalant? 


By Eric Harms 


threw the main angle cock for the brakes, 
raised both pantographs, and reset every- 
thing from start. "I don't know why it 
worked, but it worked," he exclaimed. 

It was an amazing episode of persever- 
ance, resourcefulness and insight. And I 
might add, some prayer. A dead train on 
125mph track had to be dealt with, and 
quickly. That morning, Amtrak was up to the 
challenge. And that engineer deserves a 
bonus, if not a raise. 

Yet compare this "can do" attitude with 
the lackadaisical one so prevalent elsewhere 
in the system. Take, for example, station 
dwell times. I remember a family trip in 
1965 from upstate New York to Arizona. 
Both the New York Central and the Santa 
Fe warned us that their trains would sit in 
the stations for only one minute and that 
we needed to hustle in boarding because 
the trains were not to be delayed. 

Nowadays, it's almost a major event 
when station stops are made, complete with 
ruffles and flourishes. Some crews almost 
act as though it were an imposition to ac- 
tually handle passengers. First the scene is 
surveyed, then a deep breath is taken, 
boarding locations are barked out, tickets 
are carefully checked on the ground and 
not on the train, passengers struggle aboard 
with their stuffed luggage, the train is looked 
over, a chat with someone ensues, an or- 
der to depart is issued, and the P42 engine 
up front hesitates a few more moments be- 
fore accelerating away. Granted, much de- 
lay occurs in handling mounds of checked 
baggage, but not all of it. 

I marvel how the northbound Silver 
Meteor out of Jacksonville is skillfully dis- 
patched to avoid delays by CSX freights, 
weaving from one 


track to the other at full speed, both passing|Silver Meteor and Lake Shore Limited re- 


and overtaking the freights. This "threading [Wire only 45-60 minutes. ? 
the needle" is wasted, though, when the stop Seauing rei aus Mie Brst major pro 
at Jesup, GA requires an extra 10 minutes duction of dinnertime. That's slowly followed 
and Savannah an extra 15 minutes. cana is Blea lesraeline ee 
: ing car patrons write their car and room 
The epitome of such conduct occurred on plea ae signatures. Menus appear at 
our eastbound California Zephyr at Lincoln|random intervals. Beverage orders are taken 
NE. After the engineer literally rode the horn}and delivered, then the salads are passed 
at speed through pea-soup fog, our already} out, meal orders are taken, ‘and finally the 
3-hour-late train was delayed another 15)meal arrives a sold one hour after one has 
minutes. The reason? Our conductor was try-] been seated. It's a 50-50 chance as to which 
ing to determine how two reservations would] food item is cold, though the entree is usu- 
be paid for. The engineer even called back ally tasty. Servers disappear for prolonged 
five times that we were cleared to depart, periods. A request for a condiment, clean 
The discussion was repeated in Omaha. Con- fork or a refill might eventually be fulfilled. 
clusion: one part in coach owed $300. The dining car crew is in charge, you're hos- 
_On board, some dining car crews reflect a] tage to their whims, and they'll make sure 
similar attitude of nonchalance. Why should] you know it. 
dinner on board the westbound California Happily, our return California Zephyr was 
Zephyr consume one and one-half hours?|a more pleasant dining experience. All in 


One might ask, "What else is there to do?" 
But I find it cramped and uncomfortable sit- 
ting and waiting at the tables for such an 
extended period. There's no reason for such 
unorganized service. There's no reason for 
what amounts to holding passengers cap- 
tive. The noise level greatly increases as 


all, our travels were most enjoyable and re- 
laxing. On-board personnel are consistently 
friendly, pleasant, willing to chat, and do 
peform their assigned duties. However, close 
connections of even less than three hours 
are risky. Problems en route can be solved 
with diligence, but casual, indifferent op- 


patrons have nothing to do but talk over each] erations on the road are the rule. Which is 
other's voices. Yet the same dinners on the’ the real Amtrak of the David Gunn era? 


ES archi 

The westbound California Zephyr heads upgrade on the former D&RGW main as it approaches the 
east portal of Moffat Tunnel on Sep 26, 2003. The CZ was previously powered by four GE P42s; 
however, with Amtrak’s new CEO David Gunn, it now operates with just three diesels, for an 
expected saving of $1 million in the first year—Alex Mayes. 
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NJ Transit’s Week that Wasn’t 


By Jim Langan 


was making another short opera 

trip, to Washington, for a “Gianni 

Schicchi” and “I Pagliacci” with 

son David as Simone in the first 
of the two short operas--a success for 
him, according to the press and my- 
self. 

Leaving home on July 15, the day 
after NJ Transit train 3920 inbound from 
Trenton derailed two cars in the middle 
of a 12-car Arrow II in Secaucus, after 
having crossed the Hackensack River 
bridge. Cars 6 and 7 in the consist de- 
railed after a wheel fell from the sixth 
car, due to a hot bearing, and being a 
two-car set, the drawbar led to car 7 
also going off. (The bridge was rebuilt 
with extra rails inbedded on a steel 
roadbed after a similar accident in the 
same spot of an Amtrak train that al- 
most destroyed AEM-7 901 in Nov 
1996.) 

A hot box detector set off an alarm 
near Edison NJ, the crew got off to look 
at the wheels with a Templestik. After 
15 mins they found nothing and were 
told to proceed. The investigation later 
came up with the cause being that the 
crew didn’t know how to use the 
Templestik correctly. They didn’t finish 
the job of re-railing the set until the 
following day. There were 12 minor 
casualties taken to hospitals--with a 
rough job getting them down the em- 
bankment to ambulances, as there is 
no road. The other passengers walked 
to the new Secaucus Connection sta- 
tion with the help of rescue personnel. 
The station was not open for service 
yet, but was to be ready any time for 
the downtown NYC PATH station re- 
opening. Single-track operation went 
into effect for both Amtrak and NOT, 
while all Midtown-Direct service from 
the M&E and Boonton lines was re- 


routed to Hoboken. The detour was also 
impeded by one Bergen tunnel being 
out of service for rebuilding. 


Well, I was at Middletown station 


page 12--RTN 659 Nov 1, 2003 


for the 9:42am train from Bay Head to 
Hoboken, which runs nonstop after skip- 
ping Hazlet, from Aberdeen-Matawan to 
Newark. I wanted to be sure I could get a 
free upgrade to business class, a bonus 
for my Select Guest Rewards points, which 
requires you to go to the ticket office one 
hour before your scheduled departure. 

The loudspeakers on the station plat- 
form were issuing announcements that 
southbound trains were running up to an 
hour late, and my northbound “was de- 
layed and we'll keep you informed when 
things change”! 

Well, the following scheduled train at 
10:24 (also 15mins late) was the next ar- 
rival-a local that makes every stop from 
Long Branch to NYP, and also using Arrow 
III equipment. My fingers were crossed 
as we headed for Newark. Along the way 
I noted an Amtrak HHP-8 hauling two AEM- 
7s, pantographs down, en route south- 
bound at Linden. 

We arrived in Newark at 11:25am, and 
my departure on train 185 was scheduled 
for 12:05pm. Well, Amtrak was under- 
standing, as I got my upgrade, and next 
had to worry whether the train was on 
time. Surprise! All Amtrak trains were on 
time in both directions, with only NJT be- 
ing subject to delays, so before my train 
came in I had time to record the consist 
of the Silver Star. 

When I boarded my car 20979, a full 
club on the rear of a Metroliner set, I 
walked through the full front section, which 
seats 11 (a 2+0 and three 2+1s), passed 
the non-working food bar, to the rear sec- 
tion seating 14 (a 2+0 and four 2+1s), 
and only one seat was taken. I chose the 
best seat in the house on the right hand 
side, the best for viewing Philadelphia- 
Race Street, Ivy and Washington Union 
Station. We picked up only two more pas- 
sengers in this section at Metropark and 
Philadelphia. That was the good part, and 
now for the bad! 

Since it was lunch time, I walked up 


to our full dinette 44352 for lunch and a 


= 


free non-alcoholic beverage. Well, I was 
in there by Rahway, but the attendant I 
would say was “OJT”. There were only 12 
people in front of me, but by the time I 
was served and moved to a dinette table 
we were approaching North Philadelphia 
station. I said “OJT”! 

While in line I noted that the Silver 
Star was held north of Trenton for us to 
make the stop and proceed ahead of it. 
While eating, I had to stop to make notes 
at Race Street, as we were entering 30th 
Street. Then it was announced that we 
were ahead of time and would not leave 
for 15mins. 

I was able to record a few consists 
and have a smoke in that time on the 
platform, as well as to confirm our con- 
sist as to what cars had the “wave” paint 
schemes, Officially Amtrak Phase IV-B. 

We saw the Silver Star arrive again 
just before we left, so we were keeping 
just ahead all the way. With so few in our 
section of the business car, I could get a 
close look at Wilmington Shops, noting 
E60 603, three P42s—#165, #50 now 


painted “wave”, and #104-and P40 #830 
The round house has been torn down. It’ 
harder to view the facility, as you must pas 
the shops and look back to get the num 
bers. 

I also noted Amtrak coach 4644, re 
cently sold, and a MARC bi-level coach a 
the Delaware Coach Company’s shop there 

It was now time to use another Selec 
Guest reward, an alcoholic drink worth u 
to $4.75-a Scotch and water, as I sat agai 


at a table, enjoying the scenery over the 
bridges, etc., at the mouths of the Susquehanna 
and Gunpowder Rivers and the Baltimore Tun- 
nels. “OJT” had never seen the form before. I 
told him to look at the reverse side, which tells 
the attendant what he must fill out. 

A light rail set was leaving for its route to 
BWI Airport. On arriving at Washington Acela 
Express set #12 was leaving as train #2170 
northbound, and the Acela End Geometry car 
#10003 was in the set in place of End Busi- 
ness car 3410. 

I was able to make a quick change to the 
Metro Red Line, north to Grosvenor, the clos- 
est stop to North Bethesda, where my daugh- 
ter-in-law Cristy picked me up. By the time we 
reached their new home, a first visit for me, 
the early news on the TV said that a wire prob- 
lem at Union Station had stopped all north- 
bound trains. They said wires were down, but 
that was not true; it was an electrical problem 
on the MARC side of the station, and they had 
cancelled all trains on their Penn Line. I got 
safely by another one! 

It was time for the return trip on July 17, 
again getting the Metro, but paying only $2.20 
non-rush as opposed to $2.80 rush on July 15 
(and New Yorkers are complaining about $2?- 
you pay by the mile here, not by the ride, and 
no bus transfers included!) 

Being there one hour early for my north- 
bound departure on train 176, I again was able 
to use another Reward for upgrading to busi- 
ness class. I used the hour to go up to the 
overhead garage, where you can view the whole 


station and main line north to Ivy Center, and 
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grabbed some more consists. 


Our business-class car, 21944, a full 
business coach, was half-full. There was 
not enough time to walk up for a consist, 
since we boarded 10mins before depart- 
ure. I would have to record the consist by 
walking up as fast as possible at Newark 
upon arrival. 

I was the first to board (senior citi- 
zen) and got the best seat at window 41, 
on the left side, again for viewing. The 
café car, 20037, was the next car up and 
they called for business class first after 
New Carrollton and by BWI I was having 
lunch at my seat--no tables, and the fe- 
male attendant knew her stuff. 

The coaches were packed, so it was 
not possible to walk through the cars to 
get a consist. The train was en route to 
Boston, and we were on time everywhere 
except Newark NJ, where I had counted 
on a close connection but didn’t make it. 


Again at Wilmington I was able to walk 
to the back of the car and find a seat from 


which to view the shop. This time E60 603 
was still there. I don’t know if this engine 
has been repaired after getting fried, af- 
ter being sent down the NJT MidTown Di- 
rect line in error by a dispatcher, too late 


to stop before getting under the 25kv 
wires of NJT last year. Also at the shop 


were P40s 806, 820 and 826; P42 104 and 
B32 512. It seems to be mostly a diesel shop 
now--no AEM-7s, but they could be inside. 

We were in and out of Baltimore and Philadel- 
phia in 3 or 4mins. At Race Street Acela Ex- 
press set #16 was there both days with all its 
side underbody plates removed and lying on 
its platform, and the nose cone open for some 
reason. 

Next to it was a second set with no front 
power car, too far down beside set #16 to see 
any numbers. I’m speculating this was set #12 
with the End Geometry car #10003 removed 
waiting for its power car and 3410 to be rein- 
serted. 

There were still a lot of MARC HHP-8s there 
also for testing and acceptance, but still too far 
away for numbers. I did see the 4910 at Wash- 
ington both days--the first one accepted. Bom- 
bardier still must have a big presence here. 
They are also building a new multi-level en- 
closed garage, where we could see and get pic- 
tures from the former single-deck open lot, but 
those days are gone. 

I took my last Reward for an alcoholic drink 
to the café, and had no problems this time. 
“Enjoy!”, she said. 

At Newark I walked as fast as I could to get 
the consist except for the engine, as it pulled 
out too quickly. Got a few other consists be- 
fore my express trip home: first stop 
Woodbridge, then all stops to Long Branch. 


First Impressions: 
By Richard W. Luckin 


€ all know about first impres- 

sions and how important they 

can be. Often, we judge people, 
travel or experiences by those first im- 
pressions. Well, that holds true for my 
experience on the Acadian, which is a 
luxury daytime passenger train offering 
service between New York City, Montreal 
and Saint John, New Brunswick. 

Having ridden many passenger trains 
including the VSOE Day-Tours in England 
and the American Orient Express here in 
the States, I came armed with certain 
expectations based upon my past exper- 
iences on these trains. 

Here are my impressions: 

First, to rail passenger fans, one attrac- 


The Acadian Railway 


Having ridden the California and Denver Zeph- 
rs, I was eager to relive some of these jour- 
ineys with similar equipment. 

Built by the Budd Company of Philadelphia, 
he Acadian cars were renovated by Randy 
Parten, a Houston oil man who has offered rail 
ours through the Copper Canyon in Mexico 
board the South Orient Express. 

Our journey began with Edgar Portillo, who 
hecked us in at New York’s Penn Station. Mr. 
Portillo, the Acadian Railway’s New York Opera- 
ions Manager, escorted us ahead of Amtrak’s 
passengers to our two private cars, which were 
n the rear of the Adirondack. 

Boarding took place through the Acadian’s 
parlor car. Remember my statement about first 
impressions? As passengers strolled through this 


tion would be the vintage 1940s Budd-lattractively decorated lounge car, they noted the 
built passenger cars used on the Acadianletched glass, individual tables set with china, 
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The Acadian train. File photo. 


plus the morning snacks all laid out on 

serving table. The general feeling was: 
this is going to be a great journey. A good 
first impression indeed. 

After settling into our comfortabl 
coach, we felt the gentle movement of an 
on-time departure at 8:15am. Our tri 
north towards Canada’s second-larges 
city, Montreal, had begun. Traveling alon 
the Hudson River is a treat whether it’ 
on a Metro-North train or in a private rail 
car. The scenery has often been described 
as the Rhine River Valley of America. 

As constantly changing views of th 
river passed by, passengers had their firs! 
opportunity to try some of those tasty- 
looking snacks in the lounge car. When 
we arrived in Albany-Rensselaer for a ser- 
vice stop, a local caterer brought aboard 
several large trays that looked like lunc’ 
entrees. 

After leaving the Capital District, w 
were on the former Delaware & Hudson 
Railway (now Canadian Pacific). This wa 


familiar trackage, which I had traveled 
over 30 years ago on D&H’s Laurentian. 


Around Saratoga Springs, lunch wa 
announced and what a multi-course lun- 
cheon it was. Starting out with a shrim 
cocktail or a fresh fruit plate, the meal 
continued with either prime rib or lobste 
tail. It finished with what they told m 
was a no-calorie railroad dessert. Sure! 

Canadian Customs agents boarded a 
Cantic, Quebec and the train sat for an 
hour and a half. To ease this delay at th 
border, the Acadian people provided a 
sumptuous snack of cheese and fruit plat- 
ters. 

It was dark by the time we arrived in 
Montreal, but passengers had the pleas-| 
ure of staying at a former Canadian Pac-| 
ific hotel, The Queen Elizabeth.. Now called 
the Fairmont Queen Elizabeth, it’s adja- 
cent to the station. While the room w 
had was rather small, it was pleasantl 
decorated. 

The next day the Acadian Railwa 
people provided a three-hour guided tou 


ef the city, taking us to historic Notr 
ame Basilica, Mount Royal and Old 


Montreal. Later that evening the railway 
hosted a reception and dinner, which pro- 


vided the opportunity to become better ac- 
quainted with fellow travelers and our Tour Di- 


rector. ; 
The next morning passengers boarded mo- 


tor coaches for a short ride to Delsen, east of 
Montreal. At the Canadian Rail Museum there, 
passengers experienced a unique way of being 
delivered to the train. Everyone climbed aboard 
an open trolley, which then trundled down a 
single track, passing a turntable and a number 
of historic locomotives. 

As the open trolley approached the end of 
the track, the Acadian came into view. There it 
was! Looking rather ordinary, these stainless 
steel cars, some with domes, offered rows of 
wide windows trimmed with a red window band. 
A single Maple Leaf logo decorated the end of 
each car. 

The trolley unloaded and everyone quickly 
headed for the first open door of the train. The 
various Budd-built cars have a long history of 
serving many railroads, such as the New York 
Central, Missouri Pacific, Florida East Coast and 
Southern, plus the three railroads that oper- 
ated the original California Zephyr. 

While New York-Montreal passengers had 
experienced the interior decoration of the 
Acadian cars, most passengers had not. It’s 
interesting to stand back and listen to passen- 
gers’ first impressions. As they boarded, ev- 
eryone marveled at the mahogany paneling, 
rich red thick carpets, wide newly-upholstered 
plush seats, etched glass and brass wall 
sconces. 

As the train left the museum grounds and 
entered the main line of the Quebec Southern, 
Passengers were busy settling in with their 
newly-made friends. A steward appeared at the 
front of the “Silver Spruce” coach offering 
steaming cups of coffee. No need to stand in 
line on this train, and no Styrofoam cups ei- 
ther. Coffee is served in red and silver-rimmed 
china decorated with the train’s Maple Leaf logo. 

Like a cruise ship, the “Silver Knight” par- 
lor car offered gleaming trays of fresh fruit and 
pastries to tide everyone over until the first 
call for lunch. Unlike cruise ships, the Acadian 
treated passengers to ever-changing scenery 
of lakes and forests. The train traces the route 
of Canadian Pacific's overnight Atlantic Limited, 
which ran between Montreal and St. John. 
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Around noon came the first call for lunch 


and many passengers left their comfort- 
able seating area to walk forward to what 
I believe is the highlight of the Acadian 
service-the food. 

There are few things in rail travel that 
equal a meal in a dining car. Add to this 
the pleasure of dome dining on the 
Acadian with 360-degree views of dense 
woods and distant mountains. The Acad- 
ian staff took care to assign seating so 
that all passengers got to experience 
dome dining at least once during their 
two days on the train. 
Equally elegant lower 
level seating was 
available in the first 
part of the dining car. 
Each table was 
adorned with custom- 
made chinaware that 
is decorated in red 
and trimmed with 
platinum silver. 

The entrees were 
expertly prepared by 
executive chef Rick 
Hansen and pastry 
chef Daniella Cole. 
The Aug 4 menu be- 
gan with Shrimp Salad 
Nicoise followed by 
Roasted Butternut 
Squash Soup. The 
entrée offered Filet of 
Beef Tenderloin, filet 
of Salmon or Breast of 
Chicken. And what 
about dessert? Bitter- 
sweet Chocolate Mousse or mouth-wa- 
tering Peach Melba were the selections. 

Both Rick and Daniella are veterans 
of the American Orient Express, so it 
comes as no surprise that the meal 
presenta-tion is of the highest quality. 
In my opinion, the Acadian’s food and 
presentation equal or exceed any meal 
I’ve ever had on any train. When coupled 
with the pleasure of being served in the 
dome, it just doesn’t get any better. I’ve 
always regretted not having a meal ina 
Union Pacific dome diner, so this was 
the next best thing. 

After lunch we continued to roll at a 


leisurely 25mph pace through lower 
Quebec. Remember, this is a land cruise, 


so there’s no hurry as we pass by farm 
houses, church steeples, mirrored 
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ponds, dirt roads, corn fields ready for har- 
vest, cows and more cows, and endless 
views of wilderness. 

As we approached the US border, pas- 
sengers were required to return to their 
assigned seats for the hour-long US Cus- 
toms station stop. But as soon as we 
cleared Customs, we were in the “Pine Tree 
State” of Maine. American engineman, Gary 
E. McCleary, and conductor Mike J. Call of 
the Eastern Maine Railway and New 
Brunswick Southern Railway took the train 
the remaining 85 miles to Greenville, Maine. 

Engineman Gary McCleary always keeps 
a watchful eye 
for bear and 
moose as he op- 
erates former 
Amtrak F-40s 
along a single 
track. Once in 
Greenville, 
Maine, the train 
is parked along- 
side the Green- 
ville Junction 
freight house. 
Passengers are 
bused to the 
newly renovat- 
ed Big Squaw 
Mountain Ski Re- 
sort, the interiors 
of which reflect a 
rustic, casual 
look. The resort 
sits atop a hill 
and provides a 
wonderful 180- 
degree view of mountains and lakes. 

Upon check-in and a brief rest period at 
the resort, passengers are bused to the 
Acadian’s own restaurant, the “Iron Horse.” 
While the restaurant has a rustic, warm and 
comfortable look, the food is on a par with 
the meals on the train-a pleasant surprise! 

The day in Greenville offers an histor- 
ical house tour, a moose safari, and an op- 
tional Moosehead Lake cruise on board the 
restored steam vessel, “Katahdin.” Now a 
diesel, it was built in 1914 by the Bath Iron 
Works. In Greenville, the Acadian Railway 
people have a local ticket office for those 
who might like a one-day rail trip. 

Our second day on the train wound through 
the North Woods of Maine and the villages 
of New Brunswick. 


At the seaport of St. John, the tour group 
subdivided into those heading north to 
Moncton (for a tour of Cape Breton or Prince 
Edward Island), those returning to New York 
on a cruise ship, and those traveling to 
Halifax and lower Nova Scotia. 

But before the group dispersed, the 
Acadian Railway had one last surprise—an 
unscheduled stop on the railroad bridge 
above the reversing falls of the Saint John 
River. 

The turbulent water is part of the Bay of 
Fundy phenomenon. Those who chose the 
Halifax and Nova Scotia option got a chance 
to visit the Bay of Fundy National Park on 
the next day of the trip. We selected this 
option because it offered more rail travel. 

But first came another night in a for- 
mer CP hotel. The Acadian had selected the 
Westin Nova Scotian, right next to the main 
Halifax train station and cruise ship docks. 

At the seaport of St. John, the tour group 
subdivided into those heading north to 
Moncton (for a tour of Cape Breton or Prince 
Edward Island), those returning to New York 
on a cruise ship, and those traveling to 
Halifax and lower Nova Scotia. 

But before the group dispersed, the 
Acadian Railway had one last surprise—an 
unscheduled stop on the railroad bridge 
above the reversing falls of the Saint John 
River. 

The turbulent water is part of the Bay of 
Fundy phenomenon. Those who chose the 


Halifax and Nova Scotia option got a chance 
to visit the Bay of Fundy National Park on 
the next day of the trip. We selected this 
option because it offered more rail travel. 

But first came another night in a former 
CP hotel. The Acadian had selected the Westin 
Nova Scotian, right next to the main Halifax 
train station and cruise ship docks. 

From Halifax our motor coach followed 
the Evangeline Trail to Yarmouth, where a 
high-speed catamaran car ferry brought us 
back to Maine at Bar Harbor. After an over- 
night in Portland, we boarded Amtrak’s 
Downeaster, riding it to the terminus at 
Boston’s North Station. 

The Acadian people had arranged for a 
tour guide and transfer to Boston’s South 
Station. A lightning-fast Acela Express ride 
brought us full circle to New York’s Penn Sta- 
tion. 

It was a wide, sweeping trip from Budd 
cars along the Hudson River to dome dining 
in the North Woods, from an Amtrak ride 
through seaside resort towns to the high- 
speed Acela down the Northeast Corridor. 

For passenger fans, if it’s Budd equipment, 
dome dining, or rare trackage you seek in 
rail travel, then the Acadian is just the train 
for you. You, too can hear the call for “All 
Aboard” for the ride of a lifetime, and your 
first impression will not be a disappointment 


on the Acadian. Akatifn 


When a Late Sunset Was the Fault 


of Amtrak 


An RTN correspondent made a circle trip 
in October, from the SF Bay Area to Chi- 
cago via the California Zephyr, to New Or- 
leans on the City of New Orleans, and on 
the Sunset Limited to L.A., intending to 


change to the Coast Starlight back to the Ba 
Area. 


The first two trains were fine, he found, 
and when he began his return trip from New 
Orleans, he found the westbound Sunset 
running on time! So his trip to L.A., via sleep- 
ing car, began as scheduled. 

However, the train began gradually to 
lose time. On the second night of the trip, 
he awoke at 2am to find the train sitting in 
the Tucson AZ station, several hours late. 

Using his scanner, he learned that one 
sleeping car was being bad-ordered because 
of one badly worn wheel flange. It was not 


is car, fortunately, but unfortunately for the 
ffected car’s occupants, they were awakened 
nd required to move into a coach while the 
leeper was removed from the train. 

This activity cost the train more time, and 
n spite of good UP dispatching that kept the 
rain weaving steadily past a succession of 
reights, it eventually was about 7hrs late, 
nd buses were called to transfer passengers 

ho now had missed the Starlight connec- 
ion, to Bakersfield to catch a San Joaquin 
orthward. 

That train progressed okay until at Stock- 
on word came that a BNSF freight had de- 
‘ailed ahead, and buses were being called. 

That meant a 2-hr delay and the second 
us ride of the trip. Bay Area arrival was at 
lam. A nice trip was marred by Amtrak's fail- 
re to detect a bad wheel in time. 
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Georgetown Loop Railroad’s 2-8-0 steam engine No. 40 leads a six-car train across 96-foot high 
Devil's Gate Viaduct as it begins its 3.5-mile trip from Georgetown, Colorado to Silver Plume on 
Sep 27, 2003. This popular three-foot gauge tourist line, located about 30 miles west of Denver, 
operates over the former Colorado & Southern right-of-way through scenic mountainous terrain 
through the Rockies. The train makes six round trips daily from Memorial day through the first 
weekend in October, and a mine tour is also available in conjunction with the trips.—Alex Mayes. 


mtrak announced on Oct 14 that in its 
fiscal year ended Sep 30 it had the high- 
est ridership in its history: 

Amtrak served just over 24 million pas- 
sengers in FY '03, the highest ridership we 
have enjoyed as a company in our 32-year 
history and a nearly 3 percent increase over 
last year. Revenues for the year, which ended 
Sept. 30, totaled $1.2 billion, which, while 
not a record, showed a substantial improve- 
ment in the fourth quarter of the year - gains 
over last year for each of the past three 
months. 

The increase in ridership was achieved 
despite a number of adverse factors over 
the past 12 months, such as a weak 
economy that has affected the travel indus- 
try, the war in Iraq and disruptions to ser- 
vice on the East Coast (the Presidents Day 
blizzard, the August power blackout and 
hurricane Isabel - which by itself cancelled 
or terminated en-route a total of 176 de- 
partures). 

Ridership Highlights: 

Short-distance trains in the West improved 
ridership by 11.7 percent over last year, with 
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he Pacific Surfliner experiencing a 26-per 
ent increase in passengers. Ridership on 
Western long-distance trains increased 6.6 
percent, led by a 20-percent increase on the 
Texas Eagle. 


The Pennsylvanian, operating on a new 
route, showed the best improvement at 64 


percent, leading the long-distance trains in 
the East to a 4-percent gain. 

Ridership on short-distance trains in the 
East decreased slightly - 1.6 percent. Nev- 
ertheless, on a per-departure basis, Acela 
Express ridership actually increased about 3 
percent. 

Underscoring the popularity of Amtrak's 
long-distance trains, ridership increased 5 
percent over last year, a substantial improve- 
ment in the current travel environment. 


Shortage of Viewliners: Amtrak announced 
Oct 28 that it does not have enough Viewliner sleep- 
ers available to maintain advertised sleeping car 
service on Eastern trains. Consequently, it will drop 
sleeping car service on the Federal train (#66-67) 
for the whole month of November, including the 
Thanksgiving weekend. 


Amtrak’s new timetable effective Oct 
27, 2003 to April 2004 (no specific date 
given) was published in adequate time for 
the timetable changeover, coinciding with 
the change to Standard Time (Oct 26). This 
timetable is creating more buzz than other 
recent productions, since for the first time 
since 1992 it consolidates all Amtrak train 
and connecting bus schedules in one book- 
let, including both the national system and 
the NE Corridor. And for the first time in 
20 years it lists sample fares for a number 
of services. 

The big 128-page schedule is printed 
in grayish-blue, orange 
and black, while earlier 
timetables appeared in 
only two colors. These 
colors and the general 
graphic design of the 
booklet mirror the look of 
Amtrak's Web site (at 
www.amtrak.com). The 
five sections of the sched- 
ules have color-coded 
tabs for easier locating 
(sections are West Coast, 
West, Midwest, East and 
Northeast). It was printed 
in an edition of 700,000. 

The cover features a 
full-color photo of the 
California Zephyr near 2 
Granby CO, running a 
through a landscape of 
yellow-orange foliage 
(the caption says aspen trees, but those in 
the foreground look like something else— 
maybe willows). Snow-capped Rockies are 
in the background, and a glimpse of a river 
or lake is in the foreground. Three engines 
and three Superliner cars are visible. Their 
identifying numbers seem to have been 
graphically obliterated. 

Many train watchers agree that this is 
the best timetable Amtrak has ever pub- 
lished, and RTN agrees too. Amtrak said of 
the timetable, “A new feature that should 
help customers use the publication is the 
‘how-to’ section, which provides a step-by- 
step guide to planning and booking amtrak 
travel... These are many other changes 
were made on the recommendations of 
Amtrak passengers who participated in 
market research focus groups around the 
country earlier this year.” 

Timetable errors: Some of the errors 
found thus far: Train 1, westbd Sunset Ltd, 
is shown arriving and leaving Pensacola FL 
at 12:37pm and 12:52pm respectively. 


However, the train actually arrives and 
leaves at 12:37am and 12:52am. 

A similar error falls in the Capito! Lim- 
ited schedule (p.66): train 29's arrival 
time at Pittsburgh should be 12:58am, 
not pm. 

Amtrak’s federal funding for the 
current fiscal year, that began Oct 1. was 
finalized with a House-Senate conferee 
decision Nov 13 to give Amtrak $1.225 
billion. Amtrak had requested $1.812 
billion. The final figure is a compromise 
between the House’s $900 million (also 
the Bush Administration's figure) and the 
Senate’s $1.346 billion. 
Amtrak President 
David Gunn has previ- 
ously said that his rail- 
road could survive on 
the Senate amount of 


$1.346 billion. He said 
that the House amount 
of $900 million would 
be a shutdown figure. 

How Amtrak will 
fare with $1.225 billion 
is not yet known. 
Gunn’s initial state- 
ment about the figure 
was that “we will have 
to assess the impact of 
this funding level on 
our current budget 
over the next month or 
so.” 

Amtrak can carry 
over $200 million in working capital from 
the past fiscal year, and the $100 million 
loan from the DOT in June 2002 contin- 
ues to have its repayment deferred. 

But Amtrak is still stuck with the in- 
ability to start new services, and with 
the reporting oversights to the DOT that 
were earlier set in place. 

While Gunn said that the final figure 
would allow him to continue operation 
of the national system, it remains to be 
seen how much of equipment restora- 
tion can be done on that funding level. 
NARP reported that many capital items 
may be pushed into the next, 2005, fis- 
cal year. Since the upcoming year is an 
election year, rail observers are antici- 
pating with interest what funding atti- 
tude will be taken toward Amtrak among 
those in Washington who are looking to- 
ward re-election next November. 
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ajor companies with important 

trade names usually in addition to 

buying the Web domain name for their 
copyrighted names, such as www.amtrak.com, 
also buy domain names that are near or com- 
mon misspellings of their name. In Amtrak’s 
case, the most common is Amtrack. However, 
Amtrak seems to have missed the boat—err, 
train—here, as it does not own the domain 
name www.Amtrack.com. 

That misspelled name is owned by Ameri- 
can Media Track of Cypress CA. The name was 
purchased on Jan 3, 1998 and expires Jan 2, 
2006. Owning such a name helps bring a lot 
of Web traffic to one’s site, which in this case 
is an Internet shopping mall. So many Web 
users could accidentally end up on the “bo- 
gus” site when looking for Amtrak. There, be- 
sides all the other shopping links, they will find 
prominently placed a travel link that might be 
drawing some revenue away from Amtrak, 
though one of the secondary links takes you 
to Amtrak’s Web site. 

While “Amtrack” can certainly be thought 
of as an abbreviation of American Media Track, 
was the company name invented to fit the 
misspelled Amtrak name? The address of the 
company suggests it might operate out of the 
owner’s apartment. No telephone listing could 
be found for the company. 

In Congress, the TEA-21 legislation is up 
for renewal. The Senate Environment and Pub- 
lic Works Committee approved a renewal bill 
on Nov 12. Seven of 8 features of the first 
draft that adversely affected rail and environ- 
mental policy were changed after a Surface 
Transportation Policy coalition, which included 
NARP, voiced its concerns. 

eee 
The first passenger railway in Britain 
began operation between Liverpool and 
Manchester on Sep 15, 1830. A politician riding 
on the first train detrained at one point and 
was struck by a locomotive and fatally injured. 

Amtrak train 970 of Oct 16 was delayed 
15 miles east of Bryan OH due to engine fail- 
ure on an NS freight. Due to traffic on the 
other main track, NS did not route #970 
around the stalled freight. The delay was Lhr, 
40mins. Train 970 was Amtrak’s Monopoly 
Championship Special train. 

The makers of the board game Monopoly 
had chartered a train to bring contestants in 
its 2003 national Monopoly championship from 
Chicago to Atlantic City NJ, where the final 
round of the competition would be held at 
Harrah’s Showboat Hotel & Casino. The last 
leg into Atlantic City was by bus, as a motor 
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compatibility exists with Amtrak locomo- 
tives on that NJ Transit line. 
The championship winner was Matt 


McNally of Milwaukee, who won $15,140" 


for his efforts. 
eee 

Threatened Amtrak strike: Six 
Amtrak unions said they would strike on 
Oct 3 for one day to protest the failure 
of Congress to vote Amtrak the $1.8 bil- 
lion funding it requested. At the time of 
the announcement the House had passed 
its $900 million bill, but the Senate had 
not yet acted. 

Amtrak President David Gunn saw 
that this idea would be counter-produc- 
tive and harmful to Amtrak, and a court- 
ordered delay. As we go to press, the 
matter is not settled, but with the final 
bigger funding level vote by Congress, it 
would seem that any necessity for a 
strike—if there ever was a necessity— 
has passed. 

Los Angeles strike: Mechanics for 
the L.A. MTA struck just after midnight 
on Oct 14 and remain out as we go to 
press. The strike shut down the entire 
L.A. bus and rail system, creating traffic 
chaos. In 2000 a bus driver strike shut 
down the system for 32 days. 

The Idaho DOT in mid-Oct made 
public a 30-year transportation plan that 
includes construction of a light rail sys- 
tem serving the southern part of the 
state. 

Caltrain announced that its much- 
anticipated Baby Bullet trains will stop 
at four stations between San Francisco 
and San Jose: Millbrae, Hillsdale, Palo Alto 
and Mountain View. 


tee ee ee 


The photo on the opposite page, courtesy 
of Caltrain, shows a Baby Bullet Train set at 
Millbrae station, where a new connection to 
BART is made. The faster service will begin 
in spring, 2004, after track upgrading is com- 
pleted. 

eee 
New ad agency that Amtrak switched 
to recently has been producing interesting 
print ads using images of the now-defunct 
(on Amtrak) F40 locomotive. Two examples 
of graphics from these ads are shown above. 
There are several such, with the F40-pow- 
ered train and a changed landscape behind. 
One interesting ad carries the caption, 
“There’s NO ROAD RAGE because there’s NO 
ROAD.” RTN finds this ad approach fascinat- 
ing: neither road nor tracks are pictured; it’s 
just the train out there in the environment. 
It’s analogous to the SUV ads that show the 
vehicle in an off-road environment. The high- 
way is what folks want to escape. The ad 
goes on, “See the country the way it was 
meant to be seen. By train.” 
eee 

Amtrak President Gunn took an Amtrip 
across the country using Amtrak’s business 
car 10001, traveling to the West Coast to 
present the 2003 President’s Service and 
Safety Awards in ceremonies in nine cities. 
It was the first time the ceremonies have 
been held in multiple cities, outside of Wash- 
ington DC. The first was held Oct 7 in Chi- 


22 
ecors o 


cago and the rest as follows: Seattle Oct 
10, Sacramento Oct 13, L.A. Oct 15, Phila- 
delphia Oct 23, Jacksonville Oct 28, Wash- 
ington DC Nov 12, NYC Nov 13 and Bos- 
ton Nov 18. 

As part of the trip, Gunn experienced 
a bunch of problems that are too often 
the fate of Amtrak travelers: on the leg 
from Florida to Washington Oct 29, the 
Silver Meteor was delayed at a Georgia 
construction site, had a car removed due 
to a mechanical problem, had a locomo- 
tive problem, met a broken rail and had 
to proceed slowly, had the engine fail, 
requiring a rescue engine from Rocky 
Mount NC, and had to change crews near 
Richmond VA due to hours of service. The 
train reached Washington 7.5 hrs late. 

Sep 22 was the tenth anniversary of 
the worst Amtrak accident. On that date 
in 1993 the Sunset Limited derailed on a 
damaged bridge over Big Bayou Canot 10 
miles north of Mobile AL, sending three 
engines and four cars into the water and 
mud. Fatalities numbered 42 passengers 
(of 210 aboard) and five crew. There were 
over 100 injuries. 

The Cardinal, trains 50 & 51, was 
extended to New York City with the Oct 
27 schedule change. Previously, the east- 
ernmost city of its route was Washington 
De: 

Caltrain will run its annual Trains for 
Tots Special Nov 29-30. 
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New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson 
on Nov 14 signed a $1.6 billion transporta- 
tion bill that includes funds to begin build- 
ing a $6 million commuter rail service be- 
tween Belen, Albuquerque and Bernalillo. 
This will be the first leg of a line running to 
Santa Fe, and is expected to be operating 
within 18 months. It will use BNSF tracks. 
The New Mexico DOT secretary will talk with 
Amtrak by the end of Nov to plan a demon- 
stration line running from El Paso TX to Al- 
buquerque, to be run next summer. 


FEpRUARY 


a 


MME MoE a TOSER 


Amtrak’s wall calendar for 2004 is 
shown above. The full-color calendar pic- 
tures the Southwest Chief as photographed 
by Billy Turney, the winner in Amtrak’s “Pic- 
ture Our Train” photo contest. Calendars 
cost $7 each (less in bulk); for info, see 
www.amtrak.com/store or call 1-800-400- 
1229. The calendar is pictured in mono- 
chrome (gray-blue) in the Oct 27 timetable. 

The White House nominated three 
men to the Amtrak board of directors. They 
are Robert L. Crandall, former American 
Airlines chief; Louis S. Thompson, former 
FRA official; and Floyd Hall, businessman. 
The Senate Commerce Committee held a 
hearing on their nominations Nov 6 and 
they seemed to say the right things about 
Amtrak. Crandall said that passsenger rail 
cannot become profitable, and that the 
government must give it “meaningful help” 
in order for it to survive. 
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News in this issue is updated through 
Nov 15, 2003. Contributors to this is- 
sue not otherwise identified include 
Robert Abraham, Howard Bender, 


George Danchisen, Glenn Lee, Gene 
Poon, Ray Saunders, Barry Steinberg, 
Ed Von Nordeck and Walter Zullig. 


Amtrak “Julie” telephone speech 
recognition system has been used by 
over 22 million callers to Amtrak’s 800 
number in the past year. The Travel In- 
dustry Association of America awarded 
Amtrak its 2003 Odyssey Award for its 
use of the system for Travel Facilitation. 

Sitka, Alaska officials are upset 
because the new, fast ferry “Fairweather” 
will not be based in their city as prom- 
ised, but instead given to Juneau. Start- 
ing in May 2004 it will make runs five 
days a week to Haines and Skagway and 
two days a week to Sitka. 

New York City’s “Redbird” subway 
cars are being retired, with the last of 
them retired on Nov 3. The cars are from 
the 1950s and 60s. They were painted 
red to discourage graffiti. They have 
been dumped in the ocean to make arti- 
ficial reefs. 

San Francisco vintage streetcars 
were involved in two crashes in Nov. The 
night of Nov 6 a car from Milan was left 
parked at 17th & Market while the driver 
took a break. The car took off on its own 
on 17th and hit five autos before slow- 
ing to a halt on a hill at Dolores Park. 
The driver was taken off duty pending 
an investigation. 

The afternoon of Nov 16 an historic 
streetcar and a Muni LRV collided on San 
Jose Ave. The historic car was on a test 
run. Three Muni employees were injured. 
The historic cars run on the F Line. 

RTN contributor Jim Langan and 
friend El Simon collected consists of 79 
trains—65 Corridor and 14 long-dis- 
tance—at Newark NJ Aug 29, the heavy 
day that starts the Labor Day weekend. 
They are posted on RTN’s Web site at 
www. railtravelnews.com. Click on What’s 
New. 

Mayoral candidate Matt Gonzalez 
in San Francisco has called for free Muni 
rides for SF students. 

New PATH station at Ground Zero 
in NYC will open on Sunday, Nov 23. 


MIDWEST REPORT 


Birmingham and Troy, in Michigan's 
Oakland County, are looking toward building 
a transit center at the Midtown Square devel- 
opment with the hopes of providing commuter 
rail service between there and Detroit. Devel- 
opment plans call for an underpass from the 
Square to the Amtrak station, but longer-range 
plans seek a regional transportation hub at 
the Square, which could provide multi-modal 
access for residents. 

Illinois Amtrak service in October 
showed significant increases in ridership and 
revenue over FY03. Chicago-Carbondale was 
up 26.1% in riders and 15.8% in revenues. 
Chicago-St. Louis was up 29.8% in riders and 
5% in revenues, while the corresponding fig- 


ures for Chicago-Quincy were 19.6% 
and 4.6%. 

Metra train derailed Oct 12 at 
4:40pm, 10mins out of Chicago’s La- 
Salle St station. Train 519 on the Rock 
Island District derailed 2 engines and 
5 coaches, injuring up to 100 people, 
a few seriously. 

NW Indiana officials are debat- 
ing whether the South Shore Railway 
commuter line should be extended 
south first to Lowell or to Valparaiso. 

The Hiawatha Line, Minneapolis 
light rail line, construction is progress- 
ing. In Jan, eight daily roundtrips will 
begin between Minnea. & Ft. Snelling. 


CARS & CONSISTS 


*Ocean/Chaleur, VIA train 14/16, 
Montreal Oct 15: engines 6433, 6413 & 6404 
F40s; cars bag 8621, slprs 8215 & 8213, 
Skyline dome 8505, coaches 8102, 8100, 
8109, 8119, Skyline dome 8506, diner 8401, 
slprs 8223, 8202, 8215, 8209, 8225, 8206, 
8228, 8220, dome obs 8711. (Cars 8215, 
8213, 8505 & 8103 are #16 Matapedia- 
Gaspe. 

*VIA train 60, Toronto Oct 15: engine 
6419 (F40); cars bag 8618, VIA1 4009, 
coaches 4110, 4103, 4119, 4107 & 4113.— 
Eric Hillyer. 

*Twilight Limited, train 354, Dearborn 
MI Oct 19: engine 26 (P42); cars 54537 & 
54521 coaches, 48217 cafe, 90222 cab con- 
trol baggage car. 


*Twilight Limited, train 355, 
Dearborn MI Oct 19: same consist as 
train 354 in reverse order. 

*Toledo, Lake Erie & Western Hal- 
loween train, Waterville OH Oct 26: 
engine 5109 (S-4 Alco, ex-C&L); cars 
475 NKP caboose, 1920s coaches 404, 
407 & 408. About 120 passengers on 
4pm train.—George Danchisen. 

*Vermonter, train 56, Newark NJ 
Aug 29: engine 652 (HHP-8); cars 
44967, 44028, 44605, 44602 coaches, 
48157 split bus. dinette. Same, train 
55: engine 652 (HHP-8); cars 48150, 
split bus. dinette, 44601, 44243, 
82513, 82519 coaches.—Jim Langan. 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


Dec 20: North Pole Express, charter P&W 
train decorated for season, deliver you & 
your letters to Santa at “North Pole.” Sing 
along, Xmas tree, etc. Lv 1 or 4pm from 75 
Hammond St, Worcester MA. Mystic Valley 
Rwy Soc, Box 365486, Hyde Park MA 02136 
Dec 26-31: Glenwood Springs CO via Cal 
Zephyr from Chicago, RT. Hot Springs Lodge 
& Pool 3 nights. Price TBA. 20th Century RR 
Club 312-829-4500 www. 20thcentury.org. 
Feb 14-22, 2004: Great American Snowtrain 
over 5000mis rail, lv Boston So Sta on Acela 
Exp, Cap Ltd, Emp Bldr to Izaak Walton Inn, 


MT. $1400 up. Mystic Valley Rwy Soc, 
617-361-4445, www.mystic 
valleyrs.org. See PO address at left. 
Feb 29: Rail-A-Rama XXXV model rr 
show, Sheraton Braintree, MA 10am- 
4pm. $3. Free parking. Mystic Valley 
Rwy Soc, see address at left and 
above. 

Send large SASE to addresses. One 
listing in RTN is free. It must give 
specific dates of operation. Write: Rail 
Travel News, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 
94709. 


ARE YOU MOVING? Be sure to notify RTN of your change of address as early 
as possible. Be sure to give both your old and your new addresses. Thank you! 
Mail to: RTN, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 RTN 659 Nov 1, 2003—page 23 


RailGifts.com 


Your online source for www. TrainWeb.com 


Rall travel photos, video clips and 


train-oriented gifts for 
yourself & others virtual tours of trains and stations! 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 

“..Luckily the most scenic passages were in the daytime. Though we traveled through rolling 
prairies with their waving grasses, and endured desolate, uninhabited deserts and salt flats, most of 
the gorgeous mountain ranges were in daylight. Both the Rocky and Sierra Nevada mountains were 
breathtaking. | never tired of watching the magnificent, ever-changing rock formations. colors ranged 
from salmon pink to orange and rust reds mingled with veins of greens and blacks and browns. 
Some were clothed in foliage with scattered evergreens jutting out of the rocks. 

“There'd be vertical pillars and columns, swirls and hanging boulders. There were horizontal and 
diagonal strata, and grotesque formations that looked like giant beasts lolling atop a cliff. There were 
stretches where hollowed-out stone looked like cliff dwellers’ residences. Some mammoth 
overhangings loomed like giant fortresses. Seeing all this natural splendor confirmed one’s belief in 
a deity, a master artist.” 


—Harriett Gustason describing California Zephyr trip in the Journal Standard (NW Illinois),Jun 30. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 

“Man found on runaway train. NEWTON—An 80-year-old town resident who apparently 
suddenly decided to take a train to Arizona provoked a missing-persons report from his alarmed 
children who had no idea where he had gone. 

“...{Edward] Patterson reportedly left his Liberty Street apartment in a taxi at 5 p.m., Monday, and 
was dropped off at a train station in Newark, where he told the driver he was going to Arizona. 

“He was reportedly upset about family matters and did not tell any of his family mambers where 
he was going... Soon after being entered as a missing person in the National Crime Information 
Center database, Patterson’s torn ticket stub was found on an Amtrak train traveling from Jackson- 
ville, Fla. to Tuscon [sic}, Ariz. Kozlowski said that, although authorities will not be able to physically 
locate Patterson on the train until it arrives at its destination, there is no reason to believe that he 
would disembark en route. 

“It sounds like he’s on the train and he’s going to Tuscon [sic] like he intended,’ Kozlowski said. 
The train is due to arrive at 9:20 p.m. tonight, Tuscon [sic] time. Once it is there, Tuscon [sic] 
authorities will locate Patterson to make sure he is all right and thus reassure his family members... 

—Staff writer Brendan Berls in New Jersey Herald Oct 30. 

(The story leaves unusual questions unanswered: (1) Why did it say he was found when he had not 
been found yet? (2) Did anyone ever try to stop the runaway train? (3) Why was Patterson’s torn 
ticket stub entered in the National Crime Information Center database? (4) Where is Tuscon?) 


i 
2004 New England Railroading Calendar—25th edition features 12 8x10 full color 
prints plus 2 cover pages @ $8 postpaid or frameable calendar pictures (our choice) 
12/$3. Domestic orders only. Mystic Valley Railway Society, PO Box 365486, Hyde 
Park MA 02136-0009. Allow 2-4 weeks delivery. www.mysticvalleyrs.org 


My hobby is scrapbook making & | need postcards of the following states: AR, CA, 
CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, HI, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MD, MA, MI, MN, MS, MO, NV, NH, 
NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OR, PA, SC, TN, TX, UT, WV & WI. Also, on my Amtrak trip 
returning from TUS, AZ | ran out of film. | would like to have snapshots of the 
stations at Cleburne, McGregor, Austin, San Antonio & El Paso, TX. | also would like 
to have a snapshot of a border fence where one can see a Mexican village on the 
other side. | pay. Merlin L. Marlowe, Box 45, Wilber NE 68465. 
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